October 2003

Charter
Fire Ecology Steering Committee
National Park Service

Committee Role and Function:

The Fire Ecology Steering Committee (FESC) is established to support field level resource
and fire management programs. The Committee provides guidance for the fire ecology
program of the National Park Service. This program provides park-level, regional, and
national management of fire effects monitoring, fire ecology research, wildland fire
monitoring, liaison between resource management and fire management, and development
of ecological models for fire and resource planning.

Scope:

The FESC is a standing committee that provides support and guidance for field level
activities involving ecological planning and monitoring of fire effects. The FESC will also be
responsible for communicating these activities to the FIREPRO Steering Committee and the
Fire Management Leadership Board (FMLB). FESC activities include development and
review of fire ecology policy, program needs and standards. The FESC will also facilitate
integration of fire monitoring with other resource and fire management activities.

The Committee will address fire monitoring ecology-related issues including, but not limited
to the following:

0 Policy: review and make recommendations on DO-18 and RM-18.
O Program standards: provide review and input on program definitions, budget
analysis matrix, Fire Monitoring Handbook, software, training, research and

technology transfer.

0 Program development: facilitate the development of methods, technologies and
funds which facilitate effective ecological applications of fire.

Membership:
FESC membership composition and individual role and function include the following:

0 Chairperson: Fire Management Program Center representative-Fire Ecologist
(National Fire Ecology Program Manager)

e Identifies the FMPC perspective and priorities for action
e Coordinates and facilitates committee meeting and conference calls

e Ensures that committee meeting accomplishments and action items are
documented
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Fire Management Program Center representative — Fire Ecologist (Fort Collins
Position)

Represents the Inventory and Monitoring and Natural Resources Program
Center liaison perspective and identifies priorities for action

Regional Representatives: Seven members (regional fire effects program
managers/fire ecologists) representing all regions [PWRO(2); AKRO (1); IMRO
(1); MWRO (1);SERO(1); NERO/NCO(1)]

Represents regional issues
Identifies subject matter experts for special task groups

FIREPRO Steering Committee Representative

Identifies the FIREPRO Steering Committee perspective and needs for the
fire monitoring program

Updates FIREPRO Steering Committee on accomplishments of fire
monitoring program.

Fire/GIS Steering Committee Representative

Identifies priorities and needs from a Fire and GIS program perspective

USGS, Biological Resources Division (BRD)

Identifies priorities and needs for research

Inventory and Monitoring Program (I&M) Representative

Identifies priorities and needs from an I&M perspective

Park Resource Management Chief Representative

Identifies priorities and needs from a resource management perspective

Field-level Fire Ecologist representative

Identifies priotities and needs from a park/cluster perspective

Park Prescribed Fire Specialist/Small Park FMO Representative

Identifies priorities and needs from a park/cluster perspective

Lead Monitor

Identifies priotities and needs from a park/field petrspective

Observer

At least one observer may be invited to any meeting. These individuals will
not have the opportunity to vote on committee resolutions. Observers may
be asked to make presentations on subjects of interest.

A current list of members is attached to this charter.
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Member Selection and Commitment:

FMPC positions, Regional Representatives, USGS, and I&M positions are standing
members. The FIREPRO Steering Committee and Fire/GIS committees will select their
representatives. The FESC will select replacements for all other membership representatives
following an outreach and application process. These positions will be replaced after four-
year terms. The term positions include: Park Resource Management Chief, Field-level Fire
Ecologist, Park Prescribed Fire Specialist/Small Park FMO Representative, and Lead
Monitor

Work Groups/Special Groups:

Work Groups/Special Groups will be formed as needed to complete specific tasks; upon
completion, groups will be disbanded. Work Groups/Special Groups will be given a
definition of tasks and completion timeframes by the FESC and will report findings and/or
accomplishments to the FESC.

Meeting Schedule:

Meetings will be held annually in October with additional meetings as deemed necessary by
the chairperson and committee members. Conference calls will be held quarterly or as

needed.

Approved:

National FMO-Fire Mgmt Program Center
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Fire Ecology Steering Committee

Standing Committee Members

FEMPC National Fire Ecology Program Manager (Chair)

FMPC National Fire Ecologist - Fort Collins

Vacant

National Park Service - FMPC
3833 South Development Avenue
Boise, ID 83705-5354

Nate Benson

National Park Service

Biological Resource Management Division
1201 Oak Ridge Drive, Suite 200

Fort Collins, Colorado 80525-5596
970.267.2121 (office)
970.222.9218(cell)
nate_benson@nps.gov

Midwest Region Fire Ecologist
Jim DeCoster

NPS - Midwest Regional Office
1709 Jackson St.

Omaha NE 68102-2571
402.221.3859
Jjim_decoster@nps.gov

Intermountain Region Fire Ecologist
Linda Kerr

NPS - Intermountain Regional Office
PO Box 25287

Denver, CO 80225-0287
303.969.2883

linda_kerr@nps.gov

Alaska Region Fire Ecologist
Jennifer Allen

National Park Service

201 First Ave. Fairbanks, AK 99701
907.455.0652
Jennifer_allen@nps.gov

Northeast/ National Capital Region Fire Ecologist
Doug Wallner

NPS - Philadelphia Support Office

200 Chestnut Street

Philadelphia, PA 19106

215.597.7140

doug_wallner@nps.gov

Southeast Region Fire Ecologist

FIREPRO Steering Committee Representative
Caroline Noble

Tall Timbers Research Station

13093 Henry Beadel Drive

Tallahassee, FL 32312-9712

850.893.4153 ext 267 (office)

850.591.7122 (cell)

caroline_noble@nps.gov

Pacific West Region Fire Ecologist
Robin Wills

NPS - Pacific West Regional Office
1111 Jackson Street Suite 700
QOakland, CA 94607

510.817.1432 (office)

415.203.7162 (cell)
robin_wills@nps.gov

*Pacific West Region Fire Ecologist
MaryBeth Keifer

NPS - Pacific West Regional Office
1111 Jackson Street Suite 700
Oakland, CA 94607

559.561.6802 (Three Rivers Office)
510.817.1504 (voicemail)
marybeth_keifer@nps.gov

*Pacific West Region Fire Ecologist
Paul Reeberg

NPS - Pacific West Regional Office
1111 Jackson Street Suite 700
QOakland, CA 94607

510.817.1372

paul_reeberg@nps.gov

*USGS/BRD Representative

Jan van Wagtendonk

USGS - BRD, Yosemite Field Station
10605 Highway 140

El Portal, CA 95318

209.379.1306
jan_van_wagtendonk@usgs.gov

*USGS/BRD Representative

Craig Allen

Bandelier National Monument, USGS-BRD
HCR 1, Box 1 Suite 15

Los Alamos, NM 87544-9701
505.672.3861 ext. 541
craig_allen@usgs.gov

*MaryBeth Keifer and Paul Reeberg will alternate meeting attendance due to shared position.
*Jan van Wagtendonk and Craig Allen will alternate meeting attendance.
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Fire/GIS Committee Representative
vacant

I&M Program Representative

Steven Fancy

National Monitoring Coordinator - NPS
1201 Oak Ridge Dr., Suite 200

Fort Collins, CO 80525-5589
970.225.3571

steven_fancy@nps.gov

Four Year Term Committee Members

Park Resource Management Chief Representative

Field-level Fire Ecologist Representative

Vacant

Henry Bastian

Zion NP Fire Management Office

State Route 9

Springdale UT 84767-1099
435.772.0193

henry_bastian@nps.gov

Membership expires after 2006 meeting

Park Prescribed Fire Specialist/Small Park FMO

Lead Monitor Representative

Representative
Mitch Burgard

Glacier NP Fire Management Office
PO Box 128

West Glacier, Montana 59936
406.888.7811
mitch_burgard@nps.gov

Membership expires after 2006 meeting

Andy Thorstenson

Wind Cave NP Fire Management Office
RR 1 Box 190

Hot Springs SD 57747

605.745.1173
andy_thorstenson@nps.gov

Membership expires after 2006 meeting




